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Wisdom - Interpersonal Relationships

Introduction:
1. Joshua 25:15 states that for “me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  Note the trilogy.  My   
 relationship with others starts with “me”.  This chapter deals with my neighbor (vs.9-10) and my  
 enemy (v.21).
2. The key verse is verse 11, “ A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”  I ask  
 you, “have you ever said anything you should not have”?  Have your words ever gotten you into  
 trouble?  Hello...
3. Are you not glad that God is taking the “dross” (v.4) from our lives?  It goes on to relate that “there  
 shall come forth a vessel for the finer.”  Praise God...Praise God.  Are you not glad for His 
 refinement in our lives?  And he uses people...Look closely at people you do not like.  They are  
 your best teachers.

 I. Refinement of Yourself.  It has to start with ourselves.
  A. Abominations for men and women: must be willing to be reproved (v.1), “...falls on 
      obedient ears” (v.12), to be tenacious (v.2), “...long forebearing” (v.15), to talk quietly (v.3)  
      “soft tongue (v.15), to be truthful (v.4), Do not boast yourself (v.14), and be able to rule  
      your spirit (v.5).  like a city ”without walls”, we have no defense (v.28).  Is this you?
  B. Abominations for women:  Men must be broken in soul.  Women must be broken in spirit.  
      (I Peter 3:4)  Note the three qualities of the women who is not broken in spirit (vs.24-25):   
      she has an angry countenance, she has a backbiting tongue, and she is “brawling”   
      (literally means “to cause discord or contention”).  Is this you?
 II. Refinement Through our Neighbors - Obviously, if we have the above characteristics, it will   
     impact our relationships with others.  Jesus , so wise, reminded us that we should “love our   
     neighbors as we love ourselves”.  Some of us do not even know our neighbors.  When is the last  
     time you invited them over for a meal?
  A. Watch your words - If we speak negatively about others, it will come back to us (v.9-10),  
      but if we are known to be “faithful”, we will be “refreshing” to others (v.13).  A person who  
       is unfaithful is “like a broken tooth or a foot out of joint (v.19).
  B. Know when to go home (v.17) - It is interesting that we have this exhortation.  Have you  
      ever had anyone at your house who did not know when to go home?  Have you ever   
      been “weary” of such?
 III. Refinement Through our Enemies - To them, we should be especially nice.
  A. Give to enemies (v.21).  “...give them bread and water.”  See the need before the person.   
      Learn from qualities within him that irritate you.
  B. God gives to us (v.22).  The Lord will “reward” us.  Thank you Father.

Conclusion
Honey was the delicacy of the day.  Note verse 16 and 17.  If we eat too much, we hurt.  We must know 
that our attitude toward ourselves does effect our attitude towards others.  God uses others to refine us.  
Thank you Father.
  


